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CLERICAL INTOLERANCE. 


The following manly expostulation, published in a Brownsville pa- 
per of December last, will speak for itself. The writer is among the 
number of the earliest receivers of the doctrines of the New Church in 
this country ; and, in that spirit of humility which characterizes every 
true believer, he was willing to receive the holy communion, along 
with others of various denominations, from the hands of a pastor who 
professed to give a general and unlimited invitation. This act of ami- 
able condescension, drew upon him, and all his brethren of the New 
Church, the unqualified reprobation of this reverend clergyman, which 
called forth the following reply. 

We think that every unprejudiced Christian will unite with us in 
opinion, that it was an insult, bordering on a total disregard of all 
charity, to vent such anathema, without any previous warning, against 
men, whose only offence is a faith in the divine Redeemer more ex- 
alted than that entertained by the denouncing clergyman himself. 


“ TO MR, BAUSMAN. 
‘ REVEREND Sir, 

“ We could not have conceived ‘it possible, that after the liberal and 
pressing invitation, at your late administration of the holy supper, ¢ for 
all to come forward and partake’ with you at your table; after both 
yourself and your colleague had, with great propriety, (in our opinion,) 
insisted that a ‘ mere difference in matters of faith and belief,’ should 
not be considered as a barrier between you and other societies : we 
say, after all these friendly and repeated invitations, we could not have 
expected to have met with such a stern rebuke as that declared in your 
exhortation which followed. We do not recollect the precise terms, 
we understood them to import, ‘ that all those who did not believe in 
a tripersonal Deity, were not fit subjects to approach the sacred altar.’ 
Had that sentiment, or notice, been held forth in the first instance, we 
should have spared you the trouble of dealing out condemnation against 
us, and us the mortification of hearing ourselves condemned, in the 
midst of a public assembly, where our hands were tied and our lips 
sealed ; we therefore feel ourselves constrained to declare, that it was 
both unpolite and unneighbourly. 

Vou. I. 38 
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“ We are free to confess that we are little—that the church we be- 
long to is in its infancy—that it is with us a day of small things. Weare 
also aware that we are despised and rejected by many, and we now 
perceive, by none more than yourself. And, for what are we des- 
pised ? Is it for believing in one God? We always wished it to be 
known that we adore no other God but the Lord Jesus Christ in his 
divine humanity, that in Him dwells all the fulness of the godhead bo- 
dily—that He is the only wise God our Saviour—that He is the migh- 
ty God, the everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace—that He is 
the one manifested God in human form. Reject this humanity now 
glorified, and you must league yourself w ith Socinian Unitarians ; this 
is the object of our adoration ; ; this is the God that we thought of, and 
to whom we were thankful when we received the bread and wine at 
your hands, and therefore we are not conscious that we ate and drank 
our own damnation. 

“© The above observations are not made with any expectation of 
changing your views, nay, we doubt not, if an angel from heaven would 
come down and preach the doctrines of the New Church, that you 
would reject it. 

*‘ We think it useless to say more, although much more might be 
said, and ere long much more will be said and done. We doubt not that 
the doctrines of E. Swedenborg are the very truths of God, and that 
they will finally triumph over every opposition. 

“ One observation more—should we ever again be admitted into 
your presence we shall have learned so to conduct ourselves as to 
afford a hope to escape your frowns. 

“ We beg leave to make a few additional remarks on what passed 
at a subsequent interview with you in the presence of two respectable 
neighbours. You said, ¢ that you did invite all professing Christians, 
who were of good standing in their respective, societies, but that you 
did not consider us embraced in that general invitation, because we did 
not believe in three persons in the Godhead ;’—and, on being asked, 
do you consider us as Christians ? you answered in the negative—and 
farther, that you placed us on a par with Heathen nations, whom you 
were pleased to say, ‘ were not entitled to a participation in the Chris- 
tian redemption,’ and of course consigned them over to eternal verdi- 
tion. 

“ We doubt whether his holiness, the pope of Rome, could assume 
a higher prerogative over the liberties of man. How unlike the ex- 
clamation of the apostle Peter, on a certain occasion: “ Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of persons, but that in every nation 
them that feareth him and worketh righteousness shall be accepted of 
him.” We confess that we are not a little astonished now, for the first 
time, to learn that we are not entitled to the Christian character, and 
we yet have to learn the reason. Have we not always confessed our- 
selves the subjects of the Christian Redeemer and the Christian God, 
whose high and holy name is Jesus Christ ? With what good reason, 
then, are we denounced by you as Heathens—we leave an enlightened 
public to judge. 
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“ It is true you did acknowledge that you did not wish to wound 
our feelings, or give us any offence, but, at the same breath you de- 
clared it your indispensable duty publicly to declare whit you did. 
Be pleased, Sir, to take a retrospective view of the Christian church a 
few centuries back ; you will there see, under the authority of the mo- 
ther church, many were dragged to the stake by the same fiery zeal, 
and that too by those professing the same creed with yourself; fora 
proof of which, see the decrees of the council of Trent, as confirmed 
by Pope Pius IV, compared with the Formula Concordia, a work to 
which all the Protestant sectaries subscribe, and with which you are, 
no doubt, well acquainted ; or, more recently recollect, that one of the 
protestant sectaries holding to your venerable and highly esteemed 
creed, did put to death, by the halter, a number of Quakers, in New- 
England. _ 

“ One or two questions more, and we have done. When you saw 
such blind, ignorant, deluded creatures, as you take us to be, approach 
your table, was it not your duty, as a faithful watchman upon your 
watch-tower, to have warned us of our impending danger ; and did you 
not hold the fatal cup to our lips, which you did think was a deadly 
poison for such creatures as us to touch with our unhallowed lips ? 
How you will answer these momentous questions to your God, we are 
at a loss to know. 

Joun M‘Cappon. 

Brownsville, Dec. 8, 1823. 


—2 3 
BANKS’ LETTER, 


TO STEPHEN COX, OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 


[Continued from page 274.] 


¢ As poor, degraded, sinful man, was included in the everlasting 
arms of the Divine Clemency, therefore His Divine Worp continued 
its descent down to earth; and was, through the instrumentality of 
Moses, the Prophets, and other special agents, clothed with apparent 
and historical truths, adapted and accommodated to man in his low 
estate. As man had immersed all his affections in earthly and sen- 
sual things, therefore the Worp appears to treat much of the things of 
this world. Those parts, however, which relate to man’s moral con- 
duct and life, and to the means of securing the blessings of salvation, 
are, for the most part, left naked, so that “ he who runs may read.” 
The other parts can only be understood as we come to see how spiri- 
tual essences clothe themselves with material forms ; a mystery which 
the divine science of Correspondences alone furnishes a key to un- 
lock. Hence it is said, “ Upon all the glory there shall be a covering.” 
Isaiah iv. 5. 

“ Man was not intended, by his Maker, to rest in this apparent 
sense ; but it was given in mercy, to assist his weakness in passing 
through to the divinity within ; even as we instruct our children in the 
alphabet, in order that they may proceed to more important branches 
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ef learning. But instead of thus answering the wish and intention of 
his Creator, man, (with few exceptions,) never took one step beyond 
the threshold of this sacred Treasury; but contented himself with 
guessing, supposing, asserting, disputing, and quarrelling, about the 
casket, without once endeavouring to unlock it; which, if done, would 
have presented to his astonished and delighted view, all the brilliancy 
of the jewels it contains. , 

‘¢ Mr. Barclay seems to have been of this number, for in all his 
book he gives us no reason to conclude that he saw any thing in this 
rich treasure-house but. its mere walls, and those he has vainly endea- 
voured to perforate. 'To this source must be attributed the many errors 
which he has imbibed ; and, indeed, all the heresies and delusions in 
Christendom ; while all the different sects and denominations have 
found their chief delight in contriving methods to disturb the peace of 
each other—thus treating with contempt the divine command of loving 
* thy neighbour,” and even “ thine enemy.” 

“Tf you should ask what is meant by an apparent truth, I will give 
you a specimen or two: It is frequently said that Jehovah is angry; 
that He is revengeful ; that He indulges hatred; that He punishes, 
casts into hell, &c. &c. Now, can you, for a moment, believe, that 
these evil passions, which we lament over in a fellow-creature, have 
any existence in the Divine Mind? I think you will agree with me, 
that the idea is little short of blasphemy. That such passions are at- 
tributable to God is an apparent truth, the design and intention of 
which we will now inquire into. 

“ When the natural [unregenerate] man gives the reins to his de- 
praved inclinations, which lead him into crimes and enormities, having 
learned from the Scriptures that God is angry with such sinners, and 
hath declared that He will wreak his vengeance on them for so do- 
ing—if his conscience be happily tender, he will be affected with fear ; 
and, in order to escape the penalties of his crimes, he will strive to 
amend, having also learned, from the same book, that God hath 
sometimes repented of the punishment he intended to inflict on the 
disobedient. ‘Thus he may be induced, in some of his moments of 
remorse, to sue for pardon to his offended Creator. 

“ Now, though all this be the mere effect of fear, and not genuine 
repentance, yet we are told that “ the fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom.” If this beginning (first produced by supposing 
that he has incurred the divine vengeance, and an assurance that God 
sometimes repents, and pardons) be well followed up, the man’s con- 
version will take place ; and then, when “ perfect love hath cast out 
fear,” and the Divine Love hath, in some measure, moulded the soul 
into its own likeness, then this happy man will find that there was no 
anger, revenge, or repentance, in his great Creator. 

* Thus we may see the happy effects of these two apparent truths, 
viz. divine anger and repentance ; while the real genuine truth is, 
that God is merciful even to the unthankful, and to the evil ; and that 
being unchangeable, He never repenteth. The Sacred Scriptures 
abound with truths thus clothed, and thus accommodated, in mercy, to 
the comprehension of the simple seeking soul. 
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“ Another important reason why the world called Christian has 
been so long wandering in the mazes of nature’s darkness, is this : an 
idolater cannot be a subject of divine illumination.* While God the 
Father is worshipped for the sake of God the Son—while each is ac- 
knowledged to be separately and distinctly God—this must be idolatry 
of the very worst kind, as it evidently employs the worship of one 
God for the sake of another God / UHad they acted wiser, it had 
been better with them, and they would have had ingrafted into their 
souls a portion of the Redeemer’s love and light, which invariably 
converts every recipient into its own likeness. ‘Therefore Paul says, 
** He that saith he loveth God, and loveth not his brother, is a liar.” 

“* Having given you, I trust, a correct view of the origin and de- 
scent of the holy Scriptures; with some hints as to the style and in- 
terior excellency of this invaluable treasure, and pointed out some of 
the fatal consequences arising from a mistaken view of it, I will now 
proceed to show, from the letter of the Worp, that it is, and ever was 
intended to be, the rule of life to man; although Mr. B. so strenuous- 
ly denies it. 

* We will begin with the decalogue, or ten commandments, as usher- 
ed into the world by Jehovah Himself, from Mount Sinai. I trust you 
will admit that the precepts of the decalogue were the moral laws of 
ALL NATIONS, previous to their being miraculously given to the Chil- 
dren of Israel; for no nation, or community of men, could possibly 
exist, where murder, adultery, theft, false witness, &c. were not pro- 
hibited by law. Were these destructive evils suffered to stalk at large, 
they would undoubtedly annihilate any nation. ‘Their prohibition, 
therefore, must have been in force from the remotest ages ; for many 
centuries had passed away, and many populous kingdoms flourished, 
before the law was given from Mount Sinai. I would then ask, why 
Infinite Wisdom, by such a stupendous miracle, should descend, in his 
own divine person, upon a mountain, in the midst of thunders and light- 
nings, and smoke, while the mountain trembled and shook, for no 
other purpose than to make known to man what he so well knew be- 
fore? Can any reason be assigned but that it was to convince the 
world that what they had always observed asa rule of obedience to 
men, must now be considered as divine law, binding on all their ac- 
tions in a spiritual point of view, and by which they must one day be 
judged to heaven or hell, as they had lived in obedience to them, or 
denied their divine authority. 

‘¢‘ That no scruple might arise in their minds, as to the divine au- 
thority of these precepts, He wrote them, with His own hand, on two 
tables of stone; thus giving a convincing proof of their sacredness, 
and denoting that the truths they contained should be as durable as 
the mountain from which the stone was taken. That the divine vir- 
tue, power, and sanctity, ever accompanied them, is proved from the 


* Except by a special divine interference in his favour. The family of Terah, 
from which Abraham was called, worshipped Schaddai for its God, . 
DITOR. 
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many miracles that were wrought by the ark which contained the tables 
on which this law was written ; ; and, likewise, from this, that the place 
where the ark was deposited, was called the Holy of Holies; and 
from the wonderful circumstance of Moses’ face shining w hen he 
brought down the tables from the mount, the radiance of which was 
so intense that “ the people could not look on the face of Moses,” who, 
therefore, covered with a vail this reflected intensity of light. 

“ By reason of the Lord’s presence and power in the law which 
was in the ark, the waters of Jordan were divided; and so long as 
the ark rested in the waters, the p cople passed through on dry ground. 
The walls of Jericho fei! down in consequence of car rying the ark 
about them ; and the Bethshemites were smitten, in a like miraculous 
manner, to the number of several thousands. Many other similar in- 
stances might be adduced from the Worp, by which it is demonstrated 
that the Almighty presence and power ever accompanied those divine 
commandments; and these, as some of the first-fruits of the sacred 
Scriptures, may safely be considered as a fair sample of the rest. Moses 
was so sensible of the use for which they were given, that he earnestly 
recommends them to the people, in these words : “ Ye shall observe, 
therefore, to do as the Lord your God hath commanded you; ye shall 
not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.” And again—“ ‘These 
words which [I command thee, this day, shall be in thy heart ; and 
thou shalt teach them di ligently’ to thy children ; and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way ; 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” 

“ Now, sir, here is a contrast between the doctrines of Moses, and 
the notions of Mr. Barclay. Moses considers the Scriptures as such 
an infallible rule, that he exhorts the people to make them the subject 
of all their meditations ; and so far to ingraft them into their life, as to 
make them the influencing touchstone of all their actions; while Bar- 
clay i is determined to degrade them to a lower place, and trust his sal- 
vation in the hands of some invisible teacher, by which it is evident 
he has been betrayed. David was so sensible of this divine law, as a 
rule of life, that he cries out, in the earnestness of his soul, “ O that 
my Ways were directed to keep thy statutes! O let me not wander 
from thy commandments.” And if you will read the 119th Psalm, 
you will see how much this “ man after God’s own heart” felt his in- 
terest, his privilege, his safety, his delight, connected with living in 
obedience to the Scriptures. 

“ As Mr. B., however, seems to insinuate that the Old Testament is 
little, or in no wise binding on those who live under the gospel dispen- 
sation, and as all the proofs I might bring from this source might, con- 
sequently, be thrown away upon you, I ‘will shift my ground, and ap- 
ply to that testimony which Mr. B. and you, as his disciple, will ad- 
mit; viz. the writings that have been given under the Gospel dispen- 
sation. From this source, I shall be fully able to prove Mr. Barclay’s 
abrogating | system, relative to the old covenant, is false ; as well as to 
prove the Scriptures to be the infallible rule of life. 

* Commencing with our Lord’s own words, as recorded by Mat- 
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thew: ‘ Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, 
I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock.” 
Here you see that saving wisdom is ascribed to that man only who 
conforms his life to the Scriptwres—for we have no knowledge of any 
“ sayings’ of our Lord, but what are recorded there. The Scrip- 
tures, therefore, are here declared to be a saving rule of life, and as 
safe a foundation for our “ faith and manners,” as is a rock for the 
support of a house. The Jews received a sharp reproof from our 
Lord, because they preferred “ the traditions of men” to the truths 
of the holy Worp. 

“ Again—We are told by Matthew, that one came, and asked 
Jesus what good thing he should do to have eternal life. From the 
mouth of Infinite Wisdom and Truth, this answer proceeds: “ If 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” On his inquiring 
which? our Lord rehearses them as delivered from Mount Sinai. 
Here, sir, is a direct inquiry how to prepare for eternal life ; and the 
keeping of the commandments is referred to, by their divine Author, 
as the only way. Does Mr. B. profess to be wiser than his Maker ? 
or will you dare to risk your all on the word of an erring man, rather 
than on the counsels of your God and Saviour? Our Lord says, 
“ Whosoever speaketh a word against the Holy Spirit, shall never 
have forgiveness, neither in this world, nor that which is to come.” 
Mr. B. says, the Scriptures were given by the Holy Spirit, and then 
declares that they are not competent for that use for which T have 
proved they were given. How far this falls short of the unpardonable 
sin, I leave to your serious meditation. I confess it has often pre- 
sented, to my mind, alarming apprehensions for all those who become 
confirmed in this dreadful delusion. I am constrained to think that 
the open deist, who unblushingly denies the authority of the Scrip- 
tures, setting them down as the works of priest-craft, is rather safer, 
as to the sin of profanation. 

“ Again—The same Evangelist informs us, that when our Lord, 
after his resurrection, commissioned his disciples to “ teach all na- 
tions,”” He gave them this in charge, that they should teach them to 
observe whatsoever He had commanded them ; and as a proof that 
His Spirit accompanies his Worp, He adds, “ Lo! I am with you al- 
ways, unto the end of the world.” 

«¢ Avain—Mark records the passage I have given from Matthew, 
with some variations, from which it appears, that when Jesus knew 
that this inquirer had kept the commandments, He loved him ; and 
though it seems there was covetousness at the bottom, yet as he had 
been trying to subdue it, by keeping the commandments, he became 
an object of divine love, although the evil of avarice was not yet en- 
tirely subdued. 





== 





(To be continued.) 
~~» 6O0«-- 
Frém age to age, means from the establishment of one church to that of an- 
other. 
The consummation of the age, spoken of in Matthew xxiv. and improperly 
translated the end of the world, signifies the end of the present Christian Church, 


when a New Christian Church, called the .Vew Jerusalem, will descend from God 
out of heaven. 
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THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


Having already replied to fourteen paragraphs of Mr. Fitz’s Re- 
MARKS on our former strictures, we shall now proceed to dispose of a 
few more. 


(Continued from our last number, page 2738.) 
From the Gospel Herald of November 15, 1823. 


5. “ Mr. W. continues—“ The Lord loves all men, but he cannot conjoin 
himself with any so long as they love and practise evil ; and without conjunction 
with him there can be no happiness for the creature.” We presume this is Mr. 
W.’s commentary on the following passages—Rom. v. 10. “ For if when we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, for, according to 
Mr. W. our co-operation,| mach more being reconciled we shail be saved by his 
life.” Ephes. ii. 4—7. “ But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved,) and hath raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. That in the ages to come, he 

ight show the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness towards us through 
Christ Jesus.” We presume, by being “ enemies and dead in sins,” Mr. W. means 
co-operating! At all events, we cannot suppose him to deal differently with 
these passages, than he has done with the same Paul’s first epistle to the Corin- 
thians. Mr. W. continues—“ Every one, therefore, who wishes to be conjoined 
to the Lord, which is but another word for regeneration and salvation, must first 
do the work of repentance,” &c. This may be a commentary on the following— 
Ephes. ii. 8, 9, 10, “ For by grace [co-operating] are ye saved, through faith ; 
and that not of yourselves; i is the gift of God. [Or, as Mr. W. says, “ We 
have obtained,” &c.] Volt of works, lest any man should boast. [Paul, Paul, you 
are wrong! Mr. W.says,the man “ must first do the work of repentance !’"] For 
we are his workmanship [How? Mr. W. informs us, by our labouring joint- 
. ly, co-operating, &c.] The word ‘ his,’ meaning ‘ we,’ &c.] created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them.” It appears from Mr. W. that regeneration and salvation, mean, being 
conjoined to the Lord in this world. We have already given our understanding 
of the word regeneration. We understand by salvation, in its extensive sense, 
all the blessings which result to man through the whole office-work of Christ ; 
including the resurrection to a glorious immortality, &c. We have yet to learn, 
that all fulness dwelt in Christ, and that his mission to reconcile all unto himself, 
will fail for want of man’s co-operation ! 

16. “ Mr. W. continues—* All the precepts of the gospel unite in urging us to 
commence this indispensable duty ; all the exhortations of the Bible, from the 
beginning to the end, may be summed up in a few short sentences like the fol- 
lowing : ‘ Repent, ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Again, ‘ Repent, 
and be converted.’ And, again, “‘ Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling’.” Now we do not like this disjointing of sentences, and giving only 
that part which favours the particular view of a party. Paul assigns a reason 
why the Philippians should work out their own salvation “ with fear and trem- 
bling, for,” he adds, “it is God who worketh in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure.” Now we caution our friend W. to do the same. Also to remem- 
ber, that Ais own salvation, and God’s salvation, are two things. God's salvation 
consists in raising man, (not by man’s co-operation, but by his irresistible power,) 
incerruptible and immortal, in the heavenly image of his Son. We shall now 
offer Mr. W. a criterion, whereby he may judge of his co-operating with God. 
The exhortation concludes, saying, “ It is God who worketh in you, both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure.” Now, Sir, God’s “ good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself,” is, “ that in the dispensation of the fulness of nena in 
this world,| he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both whith are 
in heaven, and which are on earth, in him.” Ephes.i. 9,10. Sir, it would be an 
outrage on common sense, to say, that a man is “ co-operating with God, and 
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willing and: doing what God wills and does, when it is God’s “ good pleasure to 
gather together in one all things in Christ,” and the man’s evil pleasure to consign 
a part to be “ for ever miserable!” Are you, Sir, co-operating with God in Sal- 
vation, when you consign your brethren, of the human family, to an endless hell ? 
Are you net rather co-operating with the devil in damnation? We use plainness 
of speech, for the occasion demands it. You have the criterion. It is infallible. 
Apply it. Reader, to you, we say, If you “ love your neighbour as yourself,” 
you will never, in time or eternity, on earth, or in heaven, know peace or joy, if 
your neighbour is to be “ for ever miserable!” The man who could repose in 
peace, undisturbed, while his greatest enemy was writhing in the torments of an 
endless hell, would be a devil! and better fitted for a fell himself, than for any 
other place or state which can be imagined. We urge the consideration of the 
following—If it is an evidence of hatred, to view with complacency the sufferings 
of another, how abominable must be the state of that man’s mind, who can not 
only view in prespect the misery of millions, with complacency, but rejoice that 
it is to be interminable! Heaven, in mercy, grant, that we may never exhibit 
this inexpressibly wicked evidence of love to the brethren, to prove that we are 
regenerated. We reiterate the declaration, ‘‘1fany man say, ‘1 love God,’ and 
hate his brother, he is a liar,” &c. 

17. “ Mr. W. in his fifth paragraph declares, “ We have thus very briefly 
shown ‘ how man can co-operate with Gad, in producing a change in his own 
moral character,” wc. and adds, “ But Mr F’. seems to think that this is taking 
too much trouble, and has, therefore, persuaded himself and others, that the work 
here pointed out is neither necessary nor practicable.” ‘To prevent misunder- 
standing in this particular, we declare, once for all, that, man can do no more to 
obtain and ensure salvation to his soul, in the extensive sense of the term, than 
he can first produce his own being. Weare ‘ God’s workmanship.” Man may 
now ask, as did the Jews of old, when they interrogated Christ, saying—* What 
shall we do, that we may werk the work of God ?” And they shall receive the 
same answer—* ‘This is the work of God, [not man] that ye shall believe on him 
whom he hath sent.” We believe every work of man to be comparatively good 
or evil, in proportion as it has man’s happiness or good for its object, or the re- 
verse. Now “ God is not to be worshipped as though he needed any thing.” 
Therefore, man cannot co-onerate with God, in any sense of the term, as assist- 
ing God to perform any work. Almighty power needs not human impotence to 
succour it! Infinite wisdom is above asking or receiving counsel of man’s igno- 
rance! And unbounded love and goodness can never receive any accession from 
the creature, whose first aspiration of love is the gift of, and flows from, the un+ 
created Fountain and source of love ! 

(To be continued.) 


REMARKS. 


(Continued from page 283.) 


$5. In his fifteenth paragraph, Mr. Fitz refers to Rom. v. 10. as a 
roof that man can become reconciled to God while he still remains in 
the “ love and practice of evil.” But as we have already, in our 18th 
paragraph, quoted the same passage to prove a contrary doctrine, we 
shall pass on to his quotations from Ephesians ii. 4, 7, 8, 9, 10. 

36. And here we wish Mr. Fitz, and all his readers, to bear in 
mind that these Ephesian converts had been, “ in times past, Gentiles 
in the flesh.” The apostle tells them, “ At that time, ye were with- 
out Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and stran- 
gers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God 
in the world: But now, in Christ Jesus, ye, who some time were far 
off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” He tells them also, “ By 
grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
sift of “- Not of works, lest any man should boast:” 

Von D. 
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37. We will now ask Mr. Fitz, if it be consistent with the divine 
mercy to suppose that these Ephesians were saved by an irresistible 
grace, which was so partial in its operations as to leave thousands un- 
converted who had listened to the preaching of the same Apostle ? 
Let us then seek for the true cause of their salvation; and we may be 
assisted in the search, by first ascertaining the reason of their Gentile 
brethren still remaining “ aliens to the commonwealth of Israel, and 
without God in the world.” 

38. In the first chapter of this same Apostle’s epistle to the Romans, 
he tells the reason at large—‘ Because, that, when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful.” “ Who chang- 
ed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the crea- 
ture more than the Creator.” He then speaks of their violation of the 
laws of chastity, &c. And even as they did not like to retain God 
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind: Being 

filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetous- 
ness, maliciousness ; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malig- 
nity ; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without un- 
derstanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implaca- 
hle, unmerciful: Who, knowing the judgment of God, that they 
which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, 
but have pleasure in them that do them.” 

39. If such were the evils which still held thousands in a natural 
unregenerate state, it is plain, at least by fair implication, that those 
who had risen from that state, had first “ put away’ those evils, and 
then practised the opposite virtues ; otherwise, they, too, must of ne- 
cessity, have been given over to a reprobate mind; for like causes al- 
ways produce like effects. ‘These Ephesians, therefore, acted a wiser 
part; as seon as they knew God (or as soon as the Apostle had 
preached Christ to them) they glorified Him as God, and were thank- 
ful ; they worshipped the Creator, and not the creature ; they subdued 
their carnal lusts and corrupt affections ; in short, they discarded from 
their bosoms all the evils above enumerated, returning thanks to God 
for giving them power and grace so todo. ‘The same power and 
grace flowed as freely to the others ; but they refused to exercise them ; 
they refused to co-operate with the spirit of truth, in “ putting away 
the evil of their doings ;” they would not “ cease to do evil, and learn 

to do well,” and were, therefore, “ given over to a reprobate mind.” 
Whereas, those whom Paul here addresses, as“ the Saints at Ephesus,” 
had successfully Jaboured to subdue their evil lusts and vicious pro- 
pensities—had fought manfully against those innate natural corrup- 
tions which, like wild beasts, threatened to destroy them ; and thus, 
by a faithful re-action, or co-operation, opened a door for the influx 
of that grace by which alone they could be saved. This was repen- 
tance, and Paul says “ God commandeth all men, every where, to 
repent.” He also tells Agrippa, that, in obedience to the heavenly 
vision, he showed “ to the Gentiles, that they should repent, and tugn 
to God, and do works meet for repentance.” But we need not multi- 
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ply quotations; the Scriptures every where teach us that those only 
can be saved, who sincerely repent, and voluntarily turn from the 
evil of their ways. 

40. In his sixteenth paragraph, Mr. F. asserts that “ man’s salva- 
tion, and God’s salvation, are two things.” This is puerile ; but such 
shufiling will not do—we cannot let him off so easy. He knows very 
well that God’s salvation of man is the subject under discussion, 
which is the same thing with man’s salvation by the grace of God. 
Therefore, they are not two things, but one and the same thing. We 
wish Mr. F. to contend manfully, or retreat honourably, or else yield 
gracefully. But we will not consent to his brandishing unlawful 
Weapons. 

41. In quoting Ephesians, i. 10. Mr. F. introduces an interpolation 
which contradicts the whole tenor of the passage: “ That in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times [not in this world] he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, in him.” Now, Sir, we say, in your own lan- 
guage, “ it is an outrage on common sense to say” that “ the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times, is not to be given in the only world 
where time is known. ‘There can be no “ fulness of times” in eter- 
nity. But the dispensation here spoken of, is now enjoyed by every 
individual, in this world, who has “ passed from death unto life,”’ and 
who, consequently, “ loves the brethren.” It is a dispensation of love— 
a full and complete state of regeneration. In the early stages of this 
wonderful process, our words and actions are governed altogether by 
doctrinal truths. Divine Truth, (or the Son,) is then the ruling prin- 
ciple in the human mind. But when we have passed through the 
several successive states, and the process is completed, then Love (or 
the Father) becomes the ruling principle, for truth then yields up the 
mental kingdom to love, and instead of taking the lead, becomes itself 
subject to love. In other words, we first perform our duty in obedi- 
ence to the dictates of truth ; and afterwards from the benign influ- 
ences of love. 

42. When we arrive at this state, and become so far purified as to 
love God above all things, and our neighbour as ourselves ; when we do 
His commandments, not because it is our duty, but because we love 
them ; then is “ the fulness of times,’ or the completion of states. 
“‘ Then cometh the end [of all our woe combats, warfare, and 
temptations ; when the Son (or Truth) shall no longer be principal] 
when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God even the Father 

Divine Love ;] when he shall have put down all rule and all au- 
rity, and all power [destroyed the tyranny of our natural corrup- 
tions.|_ For he must reign [ Truth must bear sway] till he hath put 
all [such] enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed is death” [to be carnally minded is death.| 1 Cor. xv. 24, 
25, 26. f 

43. The remainder of Mr. Fitz’s sixteenth paragraph, is a phillipic 
against those who “ consign their brethren of the human family to an 
endless hell.” As we make no such consignment, the subsequent re- 
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marks, of course, do not apply to ws. We believe that there is not a 
single being who has passed from time to eternity, that would change 
his state for that ‘of another, were the offer (as we believe it is) eter- 
nally set before him, any more than the debauchee, in this world, 
would voluntarily shun the brothel, and seek the society of the chaste 
and virtuous. The swine that lies basking in a cisspool of filth, would 
not exchange situations with the snowy lambkin that gambols in the 
flowery mead. 

44. In his seventeenth paragraph, Mr. Fitz says, “ To prevent 
misunderstanding in this particular, we declare, once for all, that, man 
can do no more to obtain and ensure salvation to his soul, in the ex- 
tensive sense of the term, than he can first produce his own being.” 
This is merely a repetition of former declarations, which stand unsup- 
ported by Scripture. Now, we declare, (and shail presently prove) 
that there are certain duties which man must perform, before the king- 
dom of heaven can gain admittance into his heart ; and that the faith- 
fu] performance of these duties can and will most certainly “ obtain 
and ensure salvation to his soul.” 

45. The process of regeneration is often illustrated, in the Word 
of God, by natural comparisons ; and, among others, vineyards, gar- 
dens, fields, sowers, husbandmen, &c. hold a conspicuous place. ‘Thus, 
we are told, in the gospel of Matthew, of “a certain householder 
which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a 
wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen.” 
And we are told, also, that “ the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the 
house of Israel,” that is, the true church of God in every age and 
country. The hedge is that boundary of distinction or separation 
which separates the two great families into which mankind are divided, 
viz. the religious and the irreligious ; that inflexible integrity which de- 
fends the heart against the assaults of temptation. ‘The wine-press is 
the practice of self-exainination, by which the true motive and quality 
of our spiritual fruits are manifested. ‘The tower is constructed of all 
those interior truths ef the Worp of Ged, whereby the soul is elevated 
into an higher or interior state of life, and in consequence of such ele- 
vation, is enabled both to discover its interior evils, and also to fight 
against and overcome them. ‘Thus, like a natural tower, it is designed 
for observation and defence. ‘This vineyard, thus planted, furnished, 
and defended, not only signifies the church collectively, but the human 
heart individually, which every man is commanded to cultivate and 
render productive of the fruits of love and righteousness. “ He let it 
out to kusbandmen, and went into a far country.” 

46. Now, if Mr. Fitz will contend that these spiritual husbandmen can 
do nothing, we would inquire why the vineyard was let to them? 
That something, however, was expected from them, appears plainly, 
from the following verse, in which we are told that the householder 
sent for the fruits. How much was expected of them can easily be as- 
certained by refering to the charge committed to the natural husband- 
man, who is entrusted with the care of a natural field or vineyard, that 
by proper culture he may render it fruitful, which it could not be with- 
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out such culture. By contemplating, therefore, the duties and abilities 
of the latter, we shall be at no loss to comprehend those of the spiri- 
tual husbandman. ‘thus God, in his holy Worp, sends us to the 
ploughman for instruction, and adds this weighty motive to engage our 
attention thereto, “ For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and 
doth teach him.” Isaiah xxviii. 23—29. 

47. Let us go forth then to the field for information ; let us behold 
there the labours of the husbanxdman, and ascertain, first, what he can 
do towards the culture of his land, and secondly what he cannot do. In 
pursuing this inquiry we cannot do better than to copy, verbatim, the 
language of the venerable (to oblige Mr. Fitz, we will not say Reve- 
rend) Rector of St. John’s Church, in Manchester, England; an Epis- 
copal clergyman. In the first place, then, we will see what he can 
do, and what he must do, to avoid ruin as an agriculturist. 

48. “ You see in his hand a plough, with which he is turning up the 
ground to receive the seed intended to be sown therein. You next 
observe him casting in the seed, and afterwards harrowing the earth 
to cover it in, that so the seed may not perish because it had no deep- 
ness of earth. Presently, when the seed springeth up, you behold 
him clearing it of the weeds, which would otherwise grow up and 
choke the tender plants. And, lastly, when the full corn is ripened in 
the ear, you see him putting in the sickle, binding it up in sheaves, 
and gathering it into his barn, that it may be ready for future use. 

49. “ This, then, is what the husbandman can do towards making his 
ground fruitful. He can prepare the earth to receive seed. He can 
cast in the seed when the earth is so prepared. He can next harrow 
the earth so as to cover in the seed. He can further, when the seed 
puts forth the tender blade, pluck up the weeds which might obstruct 
its growth. And, lastly, he can reap his corn, and gather it into his 
barn. 

50. “ Let us now see what this natural husbandman cannot do in the 
way of this his husbandry. 

51. “ And, ist, it is plain, that by all his skill he cannot make a sin- 
gle grain of seed wherewith to sow his ground, but must be content to use 
the seed provided for him. In the next place, he cannot prevent storms 
and tempests, which may endanger his harvest : neither can he cause 
a fruitful season, and yet without such a season, it is impossible his 
seed can grow and multiply. He can neither compel the sun to shine, 
nor the wind to blow, nor the rain to descend ; and yet both sun, and 
wind, and rain, are alike absolutely necessary to the fructification of 
his ground. -Howbeit, although these things are out of his power, he 
can, nevertheless, believe that they are in the power of God, and he 
can cheerfully hope and trust, that whilst he is diligent in doing what 
he can do, those other things, which he cannot do, will be ordered in 
the best manner for his advantage. 

52. “ Having thus then taken a view of the ability and inability of 
the natural husbandman, |et us now turn our eyes to the spiritual hus- 
bandman, and note the striking marks of similitude between the two 
characters. warble .' heed 
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53. “The spiritual husbandman hath also his ability and inability ; 
or, in other words, there are some things which he can do, and which 
are therefore required of him, towards making his ground fruitful in 
the things of God’s kingdom ; and there are some things which he 
cannot do, and which are therefore not required of him. Let us first 
see what he can do. | 

54. “ Like the natural husbandman, he can prepare his ground, 
that is, his heart and affections, by sincere repentance and conversion 
to God, to receive the incorruptible seed of the word of God. He 
can farther, if he be so disposed, take this seed and cast it into his 
ground ; in’ other words, he can learn the truths of God’s word, be- 
lieve them, and be affected by them. He can next harrow in this seed, 
so that it may have a proper depth of earth; or, to speak without a 
metaphor, he can meditate on the holy truths which he hath learnt, 
and digest them in his will and understanding, that so they may enter 
deep into the interiors of his mind. He can further, when the seed 
sprjngs up, keep it clear from the weeds which would otherwise choke 
the tender plants: the reason is plain; he can controul and subdue 
his corrupt passions, his earthly and sensual affections, his pride and 
covetousness, and self-will, which are the great destroyers of the plants 
of heaven in the human bosom. Finally, when the full corn is ripened 
in the ear, he can put in his sickle, and bind it up in sheaves, and 
gather it into his barn for future use; for who cannot see, that by 
thankful recollection and humble acknowledgment of the divine graces 
and mercies which have been received and rendered fruitful, the pious 
mind doth as it were gather and store them up in the inmost recesses 
of its spirit, where they remain as a reserve for future occasion and 
use f 

55. “ This then is what the spiritual husbandman can do towards 
promoting the fruitfulness of his spiritual ground in the things of hea- 
ven. Let us now see what he cannot do to secure this blessed end. 

56. “ And here we shall find his powers and faculties limited, like 
those of the natural husbandman. As for instance ; by all his art 
and contrivance he cannot make a single grain of spiritual seed where- 
with to sow his ground, but must be content to receive what is pro- 
vided for him ; in other words, he cannot produce from his own thought 
and intelligence a single spiritual truth, but must take this seed of eter- 
nal life from the word of God, its only proper source and origin. In 
the next place he cannot, any more than the natural husbandman, 
prevent storms and tempests, viz. the storms and tempests of spiritual 
trouble; trial, and temptation, which may endanger his growing hopes : 
neither can he cause a fruitful spiritual season, and yet without such a 
season, it is as impossible for his spiritual seed to grow and multiply, 
as it is for the natural seed without a fruitful natural season. The sun, 
the wind, the rain of the divine benediction, are as needful in one case 
as in the other, and all that either the spiritual or natural husbandman 
can do in such case is, cheerfully and patiently to hope and trust, that 
whilst he is doing his duty, and all that he can do, a merciful and gra- 
cious God, in his kind providence, will order for his blessing, the things 
which are out of his power, and which he cannot do. 
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57. “ Such, then, is the ability, and such the inability, of the spiri- 
tual husbandman, and such therefore is the ability, and such the ina- 
bility of us all, inasmuch, as in our true and proper character before 
God, and as seen of him, we are all of us such husbandmen, being all 
alike called, and all sent into the world for this great end, to cultivate 
in eur hearts and lives the seeds of heaven; being all of us alike in 
possession of immense and inconceivable faculties for that purpose ; 
and what is no less observable, being all alike unable to accomplish 
this blessed purpose, and to give full effect to those faculties, without 
the continual blessing of a most gracious and merciful God.” 

58. Mr. Fitz may consider the foregoing quotations as an expression 
of our own sentiments, although the language be that of another. The 
preacher is of the established church, in England, and yet no Cal- 
vinist. In a subsequent part of his discourse he says : 

59. “ Let us then study diligently, and practise faithfully, as wise 
husbandmen, the double lesson taught us by the powers we possess, 
and by the powers we want: and, combining the united instruction 
resulting from this double lesson, let us collect thence, for our daily 
direction, the following summary of all Christian duty, which it teaches ; 
viz. that if we wish to become faithful husbandmen in our Lord’s vine- 
yard ; if we wish his holy word to grow and multiply in our bosoms, 
and bring forth, after its kind, the heavenly fruit of righteousness, 
wisdom, and peace ; if we wish thus to recover in ourselves the divine 
image and likeness, and attain unto all that blessedness of true religion, 
which Jesus Christ intended for us, when he prayed “ that they all 
may be one. as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they all 
may be one, in us ;”* we must then co-operate with our God towards 
the accomplishment of these blessed ends. For this purpose, we must 
use freely the powers which he has given us, as if they were our own ; 
but then we must use them at the same time as his, and in dependence 
apon him: we must be active in fulfilling the evangelical duties of re- 
pentance, of self-examination, of watchfulness, and of sincere obedi- 
ence, as if these duties depended entirely upon ourselves ; but then 
we must guard against the vain confidence of our own activity, by as- 
_ cribing it unto God.” | 
(To be continued.) 
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We cannot help smiling at that fastidious squeamishness which cha- 
racterizes some modern professors of Christianity. ‘They may be in- 
nocent of swallowing camels, but they certainly strain unnecessarily 
hard in disposing of gnats. We would seriously advise such people 
to be sure and certain (in the first place) that the “ weightier matters 
of the law” have been faithfully attended to; and after that, if they 
have any time to spare, they may perhaps innocently employ it in dis- 
cussing the question, whether their “ tithes of mint, and anise, and 
cummin,” ought to be presented in a silver or pewter vessel. 


* John, xvii. 21. 
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We have been led to this observation by an article, in a late Gospel 
Herald, in which Mr. Fitz strongly objects to the practice of prefixing 
the adjective reverend to the name of a clergyman. He says, “ We 
have | mirabile dictu /| conscientious scruples in this. No offence is 
intended, when we say that we never knew a reverend preacher of the 
truth,’ Was not Jesus Christ a preacher of the truth 2? But hear 
Mr. Fitz’s reason for these conscientious scruples: He says, “ The 
Scriptures assure us that God’s name is Reverend.” 

It is true that the Psalmist says, “ holy and reverend is his name 3” 
and this, we believe, is the only passage in the whole Bible, where the 
term occurs. ‘The same Psalmist says, also, “ How excellent is thy 
name in all the earth!” Has Mr. Fitz any conscientious scruples in 
applying the adjective excellent, to men or things ? 

Again—The Lord says, by the mouth of the prophet Malachi, 
« My name is dreadful among the heathen ;” and in Exodus it is said, 
*¢ for the Lorp, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” Is there 
any profanation or impropriety in applying these two words, dreadful 
and jealous, to a human being ? , 

Again—Has Mr. Fitz any conscientious scruples against terming a 
good man holy ? If he have, we would remind him that God himself 
has applied the term to men, in numerous instances; and not only to 
men, but even to inanimate, material things. ‘Thus we read in the 
Scriptures, of “ holy ground ;”’ “ of holy gifts ;” of “ holy ointment ;” 
of “holy tithes ;” of “ holy water ;” of “ holy instruments ;” of the 
“ holy Sabbath ;” of a “ holy nation ;” and a “ holy priesthood.’’ 
Jehovah says to the children of Israel, “ ye shall be holy, for I, 
Jehovah, your God, am holy.” Why may not Mr. F. say of the ad- 
jective holy, (as he does of reverend,) “ we have yet to learn that those 
men who profess to be the meek servants of Christ, are authorized to 
covet titles, and to seize upon one which is exclusively the property of 
Jehovah.” 

Now, we “ have yet to learn’’ that the term reverend is any more 
the “ exclusive property of Jehovah,” than that of holy, excellent, 
jealous, and dreadful. The former is only ascribed to Him in one 
solitary instance ; the others in numerous passages. The definition 
of the. word is “ deserving reverence, of which the Apostle was 
doubtless well aware when he exhorted wives to reverence their hus- 
bands; and we have never heard of any fair one pleading “ conscien- 
tious scruples” in excuse for not complying with the precept. 

Far be it from us to advocate the coveting of titles, either by clergy 
or laity ; and farther still, the blasphemous assumption of such sacred 
names as are common in catholic countries, and even applied to ships 
of war. We are warmly opposed to that clerical pride and ambition, 
which have been so destructive: to the Christian church. But, for all 
this, we still feel no “ conscientious scruples’ in attaching the word 
reverend to the name of aclergyman. It is the office, more than the 
man, to which the word is applicable. ‘The office is holy, (“ a holy 
priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices.” 1 Peter, ii. 5.) and while 
faithfully discharging the duties of “ a teacher of truth,”’ the clergy- 
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man represents the Lord himself, from whom all truth proceeds. If 
he has faithfully “ fought the good fight of faith,’’ and “ overcome the 
wicked one” in his own heart, he is then a subject of the following 
divine promise : “ Him that overcometh will I make a pillar im the 
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write 
upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, 
New-Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God; 
and I will write upon him my new name.”’ Rev. iii. 12. 

We are happy that Mr. Fitz entertains a high reverence for the 
name of Jehovah, and sincerely hope that the Worp of Jehovah may 
yet become equaily elevated and sacred in his estimation ; for the 
Psalmist says, “ thou hast magnified thy Worp above all thy mame.” 
Psalm cxxxviii. 2. 
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A periodical publication, bearing the above title, which is issued 
(we believe) in monthly nunryers, at the city of New-Haven, in the 
state of Connecticut, has recently made a most virulent attack on the 
writings of Swedenborg, and the doctrines and Aas ae of the New- 
Jerusalem Church. It is true, that the article alluded to, in that pub- 
lication, is given as a communication ; but as the writer is anonymous, 
the editor is responsible for all the calumnies, misrepresentations, and 
wilful falsehoods with which it abounds. The only atonement in his 
power, and it is one which justice, honour, and common honesty, re- 
quire him to make, is to open his pages to any writer of the New 
Church, who feels it his duty to defend her character against the un- 
founded calumnies to which the Spectator has given publicity and ex- 
tensive circulation. The same remark will apply to every editor who 
has copied the article. 

This act of justice it is now in their power to perform, as the Rev. 
M. B. Rocue, of Philadelphia, has just published a small pamphlet, 
entitled “ The New-Jerusalem Church Defended, being a REPLY to 
an attack made wpon her doctrines and Principles, in the Christian 
Spectator of New-Haven.” As a motto to this manly defence, the 
author has selected the following passage from the Prophets : “ Thus 
saith the Lord, ye are taken up in the lips of talkers, and are an infa- 
my of the people. But, behold I am for you.” Ezek. xxxvi. 3. 9. 

We regret that our limits will not permit us to do more ample jus- 
tice to this excellent pamphlet, than what these hasty observations, and 
a few extracts, will afford. It ought to be in the hands of every mem- 
ber of the New-Jerusalem, as it is designed to refute most of the po- 
pular calumnies to which our Church is exposed. As a specimen of 
the style and manner in which this design is executed, we subjoin the 


EXTRACTS: 


A principal theme upon which he harps is, that “ Swedenborg 
and his followers proclaim that all his writings are inspired of God.” 
Vaz. I 49 
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The design of this assertion is evident. It has always been the plan 
of men of little minds, to detract the character of their opponents, 
and where they could not vanquish by fair arguments, they endeavour 
to prejudice the minds of others against the reception of truth, by ac- 
cusing them of absurdity, or raising popular opinion against them. 
Such, and no other, must have been the aim of this writer. He well 
knew that, by declaring we believed in the inspiration of the writings 
of Swedenborg, persons unacquainted with us would at once imagine 
wé either rejected the Sacred Scriptures, or added unto the Holy Re- 
cords. But what signification has the term inspiration? It is to 
breathe in, or inhale, and was used by the first Christians to denote 
that divine inward communication of the Spirit of the Lord whereby 
persons were enabled to prophecy of future events, and to record those 
which occurred under their own observation, in such a manner as to 
have a divine and spiritual meaning. Indeed, all declarations of truth 
may be termed inspiration ; for we can receive nothing except it be 
given us from above. Thus it ever has been the custom of pious mi- 
nisters to pray for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that they might 
rightly expound the Sacred Records. " 

“ Now, admit that Swedenborg, and those who are called his fol- 
lowers, declared that his writings were inspired, who would not un- 
derstand at once the sense in which this word was used by them ? 
Especially, as those writings and the persons who believe them, con- 
tinually refer to the Sacred Scriptures in proof of all doctrines which 
are advanced. But so far from using this word, there is the most se- 
dulous caution maintained to avoid it. As our opponent has pledged 
himself to produce authority for all which he has advanced, we chal- 
lenge him to show a single sentence in the works of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, where he declares himself tnspired ! The term inspiration has 
now become universally applicable to the Word of God, and therefore 
we use it not in reference to our writings. He who would call the 
works of Emanuel Swedenborg the Word of God, would be looked 
upon by us as a blasphemer. We always speak of him as an illum?- 
nated servant and expositor of the Scriptures—and we defy them to 
show where we quote him as absolute authority. Yea, our opponents 
make more use of the names of their man-taught Doctors of Divinity 
than we do of our enlightened scribe. It is the principal aim of our wri- 
tings to exalt the Word of the Lord ; and, so far from permitting them 
to usurp an undue station by superseding the Law and the Gospels, as 
this writer would insinuate, we know, from our own experience, that 
they have been the very means of giving us the most exalted estima- 
tion and devout reverence for the Records of Erernat Truts. We 
begin not worship until we have opened the word of God, as a testi- 
mony that all our light in praying and in teaching must come from 
thence ; nor is it worship to us without the reading of the Worp. 

“ As another mark of the veracity of this writer, we are informed 
by him that Swedenborg believed in “ a material heaven.” It would 
almost appear unnecessary to refute this assertion, as the writer has 
done so himself, in what he calls a quotation from our author. But as 
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he fears the ignorant might be deluded into our doctrines, and there- 
fore writes especially for their benefit, he most sagely gives this pas- 
sage in Latin. Swedenborg, says he, says “ Omnia que in ceelis sunt 
in terris terrestri modo: omnia que in terris, sunt in ccelis calesti 
modo!” We doubt much if this writer has ever read the works of 
Swedenborg in the original Latin. Yea, we are certain he never did, 
for he says, all the large works are octavo, and mentions the Arcana 
Ceelestia as being in twelve volumes. This is not the case with the 
Latin edition, for it is in eight volumes quarto ; and further, Sweden- 
borg never published an octavo volume. The Latin sentence above 
mentioned is not in his writings, but is placed in the title-page of 
Nicholson’s Dictionary of Correspondences, as the words of “ Hermes 
Trismigestus.’’ But what is the import of these words? “ All things 
which are in the heavens are in the earths after an earthly manner, (i. 
e. material, but) all things which are in the earths are in the heavens, 
after a heavenly manner (i. e. spiritual).” The translation of this pas- 
sage would have at once showed the true idea of the New Church on 
this subject. Why, as he wrote to prevent the ignorant from being 
deluded, did he not translate for their benefit ? 

*¢ But since, through the influence of the priests of the Old Church, 
the opinion that we do believe in a material heaven has obtained gene- 
ral credit, we will give you the words of our illuminated scribe on this 
subject. In his treatise on Heaven and Hell, Nos. 395 and 6, he says, 
* Ignorance concerning the joys of heaven, arises from persons con- 
ceiving them to be similar to the outward gratifications of the natural 
man in this world, and from their having no notion of the inward and 
spiritual man, nor of what constitutes the happiness of his condition ; 
insomuch that were any one to describe to them such spiritual eS 
from his own experience of them, the description could take no hold 
of their gross material ideas, nor excite any perception in their minds 
of what was told them, but be immediately rejected by them ; and yet 
it is rational to conclude, that when any man is divested of the exter- 
nal or natural part of his composition, he must wholly enter upon that 
which is internal and spiritual, and consequently that his pleasures 
and joys must be of the same nature with himself: and if inward and 
spiritual, so necessarily more pure and refined. . ya a gratifica- 
tions of our nature being of the earth earthly, can make no part of a 
heavenly state.””, Now where is the truth of what our enemies allege ? 
Are such words as those above calculated to establish the idea of a 
material, carnal heaven ?” co 

In closing this subject, Mr. R. says— 

“¢ But it is said, Swedenborg believed in employments and merchan- 
dises in heaven. Most certainly, heaven would be a dull place indeed 
if we had nothing to do. But what are our employments? Perhaps 
the Christian Spectator will tell you, incessant singing : I wonder what 
version they will use, Watts’, or Sternhold and Hopkins’s? We be- 
lieve that the employments of heaven are not handicraft, nor merely 
vocal, but are purely intellectual, consisting in a life of love and use- 
fulness. For however we have been charged with believing that men 
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follow the same occupations in heaven that they did on earth, it is a 
most base calumny. This is evident from the quotations already made 
from our author, and it is unnecessary to add any more. But you say, 
Swedenborg says there are merchandises in heaven, and if so, there 
must be merchants, and goods, and buyers. Does not the WORD 
speak of that merchandise which is better than ‘ the merchandises of 
silver and of gold ? Does it not compare the kingdom of heaven toa 
merchantman ? It is the peculiar delight of some to make an increase 
of their spiritual treasures, and to impart and receive knowledges of 
good and truth. ‘These appear as merchantmen, and are called so 
both in the word and in heaven. Thus a lawyer here may be a mer- 
chant there. Will the Christian Spectator deny that there is gold in 
heaven ? Ask him what the angels hold in their hands and wear upon 
théir heads—he will say golden harps, and golden crowns. But that 
the gold there is not natural and material is evident, for John says, he 
saw ‘ gold clear as crystal,’ and natural gold is opaque. If there be 
gold, why not precious stones also? Now any difficulty on this subject 
must cease. The WORD of GOD declares the existence of these 
things, and we believe it ; but not naturally, because the WORD and 
heaven are spiritual. Now where is the veracity of this opposer of the 
truth ? How can we believe in a material heaven when we say that 
the material body will never rise from the grave. 

“¢ Another glaring falsehood in this paper, is the assertion, that “* Swe- 
denborg depended upon the credulity and ignorance of mankind for 
the propagation of his system.” ‘Truly this writer was determined at all 
hazards to oppose the New Church; and if he could not accomplish it 
in one way, he resorts to another. Immediately after making the 
above assertion, he proceeds to declare that Swedenborg was self-de- 
ceived and deranged. How he could have both the character of an 
acute impostor, who popularly planned his system to suit the larger 
part of mankind, (the ignorant,) and at the same time be deranged, is 
a mystery. Put did Swedenborg thus act? Did he write his works 
in the vulgar tongue of his own country, or in that of any other ? This 
he would have done, if he had been an impostor, and he would also 
have published them in penny tracts. On the contrary, he wrote all 
in Latin; a language familiar to the learned only, through whose hands 
they must necessarily pass, before the ignorant could read them: and 
thus his system was submitted first to the learned. Was the Christian 
Spectator ignorant of this circumstance? But even ignorance is no ex- 
cuse for maliciousness. 

“‘ If Swedenborg had been an impostor, who wished to delude the 
ignorant and credulous, he would have preached through Sweden and 
England ; for the great body of impostors have been preachers. He 
would have had sufficient epporiunity ; for field-preaching was then 
coming into vogue. Or had he been an impostor, desiring to delude 
the ignorant, he would have printed his works in English, French, and 
German, for all these languages were familiar to him. 

*‘ Indeed our enemies are hard run to find charges against Sweden- 
borg and his writings, since one tells us that they were adapted to the 
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ignorant, and another objects to them as being too abstruse for general 
instruction. But we do not wonder that the Christian Spectator should 
thus think of Swedenborg, since in his paper he quotes a Latin sen- 
tence, for the purpose, I suppose, of deluding the ignorant ; and we 
are apt, too apt, to judge others by ourselves. 

“ Heye then we find three glaring falsehoods in this paper; and 
what are we to think of the other parts of it? 


Again, page 14. 

* Our opponent says, ‘ That we believe in temples and social wor- 
ship in heaven,’ and then adds, ‘though to what denomination they 
belong we are not told.’ No doubt it would have gratified his Secta- 
rianism to have heard they were all Calvinists. But we can inform 
him that by the true account of Swedenborg they were out of all na- 
tions, and tongues, and religions, and thousands of thousands of them 


were of those poor heathen, whom he and his church are ever sending 
to perdition. 


Again, page 15. 

“ Our opponent says, that ‘ Swedenborg describes the power of the 
angels as very great over matter, declaring that he had seen mountains 
occupied by evil spirits, cast down and overturned, or shaken from 
top to bottom as by an earthquake, rocks also rent asunder to their 
very foundations, and the evil spirits upon them swallowed up.’ If he 
had said this of material things, it is no more than a Calvinistic 
preacher of this city said, when he declared, ‘‘i‘hat one flap of an an- 
gel’s wing would dash this earth to atoms.’ I think in that case there 
would be a vast number of evil spirits swallowed up. 

“ But Swedenborg declares no such thing as the above assertion of 
the power of angels over maiter. ‘The mountains he speaks of being 
removed, and the rocks which are rent, are the affections of false and 
evil: such mountains as the Lord has promised that the faithful shall 
cast into the sea. But say that he here spoke of material things: are 
not instances recorded as great. as this in the Scriptures? 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 16, 17.—2 Kings, xix. 35. David says, ‘ Bless the Lord, ye 
angels who excel in strength.’ 

“ As to what our opponent says of our believing that the rich and 
poor retain their respective characters in the other world, we have only 
to reply that he has garbled the whole passage ; and we believe none 
but pious rich men enter heaven, and if they have been pious, they 
have here been the means of more extensive usefulness than others, 
‘ They that turn many to righteousness shine as the stars.’ 

“ As to his description of our opinion of hell, you can perceive 
what credit is to be attached to it, from the ample justice he has done 
us in his description of heaven. One false assertion we cannot pass 
over. ‘ The punishment of hell,’ says he, ‘is very properly repre- 
sented to consist in unrestrained passions.’ ‘This is false as the re- 
gion he speaks of. ‘The punishment of hell is passion, burning pas- 
sion of hatred to God and one another: but it is restrained : and this 
writer, if he had read our works, would have seen that the province 
of certain angels was to restrain the hells / 
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Again, page 16. 

‘We pass on to this writer’s clear statement and summary of our 
doctrines. He says we believe negatively ‘That there will be no fu- 
ture day of judgment.’ Not as to the whole world we grant ; for this 
we know has already taken place in the spiritual world: but as to in- 
dividuals, we believe every man is judged after death according to 
his life. He says, we do not believe in the second coming of Christ, 
and the destruction of the visible heavens and earth. We do believe 
in the Second Advent of the LOD: for faith in this is one of our 
most prominent doctrines: but we believe it isa present coming in pow- 
er and glory, by destroying not the literal heavens and earth, for these 
never offended, and need not destruction ; but a casting down of the 
evils and falses of man. He says, we do not believe in a future resur- 
rection. but he gives no explanation of this assertion, and leaves his 
‘ignorant’ readers to suppose that we deny a life after death. Where- 
as we believe, as thousands of other christians do, that man rises im- 
mediately, after death, in his spiritual body, and that the dust and ashes 
of his corporeal part will never be reassumed, agreeably to the words of 
Paul, ‘ Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.’ He says, 
‘we do not believe in the atonement, or vicarious sacrifice.’ Neither 
do we, because these words are not in the scripture: and with Isaiah, 
we believe that ‘ The Lord blotteth out our sins for his own sake,’ not 
for the sake and sufferings of another. He says, ‘ we do not believe 
in the personality of the trinity.’ No, because plurality of persons is 
never assigned to the LORD in Scripture; and, to speak or think of 
Gop as more than One, is idolatry. He says, ¢ we do not believe in 
predestination, election, justification by faith, &c.’ I suppose the &c. 
is intended for the glorious doctrine of reprobation. Now this writer 
no doubt imagines no one believes in predestination and election, but 
those who hold it according to the Westminster Confession of Faith. 
But we do believe the Lord predestinates all to life, and none to death, 
and that they who obey his heavenly commandments are elected or 
chosen as his true disciples. We do not believe in justification by 
faith alone ; for St. James says, ‘ Faith without works is dead.’ 

“Our opponent then proceeds to show what we do ‘ positively be- 
lieve.’ He says, we ‘ positively believe all the writings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg to be divinely inspired.” This, as we have already 
shown is a positive falsehood. He says, we believe that ‘ the second 
coming of Christ took place in the revelation by Swedentorg.’ This 
is not so, for the Lord makes his second coming by sitting on the 
throne of-the hearts of those who are prepared to receive the influen- 
ces of his latter-day glory. 

“He says that we believe ‘ Heaven and hell are equal in the num- 
ber of their inhabitants.’ Here is another false. We believe that hea- 
ven and hell are so constituted as to forma perfect equilibrium, so that 
man may be a free agent ; but it does not necessarily follow, neither is 
it said by us, that they are equal as to inhabitants. The wickedness of 
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one may be equal to the goodness of a thousand. In his summary 
of what we do believe, he has stated two positive falsehoods. And, is 
it not remarkable that he leaves out some of our most prominent doc- 
trines, such as belief in the sole and exclusive Divinity of JESUS 
CHRIST, the doctrine of Repentance, of Regeneration, and of the 
Judgment of man, according to the deeds done in the body? What 
his object in so dving is, you can readily comprehend. He appears 
to avoid mentioning any of our principles, as we really hold them : 
fearful, no doubt, that their truth and consistency would be the means 
of leading persons to their belief. 

“ He next harps upon the ‘necessity of miracles, in order to prove 
the mission of Swedenborg.’ But before he did this, he ought to have 
shown that nothing could be true unless testified by miracles. If he 
had attempted this, he would have found it impossible, as many of the 
prophets never performed a miracle: neither did John the Baptist, 
and yet he was ‘ greater than a prophet, and all things which he spake 
were true.’ But the wisdom of this writer is conspicuously displayed 
in drawing a parallel between Mahomet and Swedenborg. It is easy 
to find points of resemblance between two persons, who nevertheless 
are essentially different. In this case it is easy indeed, for Mahomet 
grounded his system upon the Bible, and of course he would have 
some resemblances of the truth. ‘Take the following as instances of 
the parallel, which our anonymous enemy draws : 

‘¢ Mahomet professed a high regard for the scriptures and a high 
reverence for the character of Jesus Christ: so does Swedenborg. 
Mahomet believed in the unity of God : so does Swendenborg. Ma- 
homet declared his revelations superior to all others : so does Sweden- 
borg. Mahomet rejected the aid of miracles to prove his mission: 
so does Swedenborg.’ Now let us look at the real difference. Ma- 
homet revered the Scriptures, but substituted his own Koran in their 
place. Swedenborg continually points us to the WORD of GOD, as 
the only true guide, and the source of all heavenly knowledge. 

“¢ Mahomet had a high reverence for the character of Jesus Christ ; 
but he considers him as only a prophet sent to the Jewish nation. 
Swedenborg acknowledges and worships JESUS CHRIST as the 
LIGHT of the WORLD, the TRUE GOD, and ETERNAL LIFE. 
Mahomet believed in the unity of God, as existing without body, 
parts, or passions ; but Swedenborg believes this unity, as JESUS 
CHRIST the fulness of the GODHEAD BODILY. The other 
parallels which this writer draws are equally false. To show you 
how unjust this mode of combat is, let me draw a parallel between the 
Arabian Impostor and the (reneva Divine. Mahomet professed high 
regard for the Scriptures; so did Calvin. Mahomet professed a high 
reverence for Jesus Christ: and so did Calvin. Mahomet believed 
in the unity of God: so did Calvin, for he declares that there is but 
one God. Mahomet declared his revelation superior to all others: so 
did Calvin with regard to his favourite five points. Mahomet believ- 
ed that all things were predestinated from the beginning, and that man 
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could not counteract his fate. So did Calvin ; and this is the leading 
principle of his system. Mahomet considered it lawful to fight for the 
maintenance of the faith: so did Calvin, and so do all his followers. 
Yea, they use a more deadly sword—they will fight against their fel- 
low-christians !!! This writer has to confess as many points of dis- 
similarity as of agreement between Swedenborg and Mahomet. He 
says ‘ Mahomet raised his blood-stained sword, and proclaimed it the 
Key of Heaven. Swedenborg unlocks the door quite as effectually by 
the Key of Correspondence ’ There is a great difference between a 
blood-stained sword, and the peaceful Key of Salem. ‘ Mahomet 
walked on the wings of destruction, (I suppose, if there be such a 
winged personage, that Mahomet rather rode than walked,) Sweden- 
borg comes in the stillness that precedes an earthquake.’ True, in- 
deed, a spiritual earthquake will ere long be felt ; the truth which is 
eternal is gaining ground fast and quietly ; it is carried along by that 
wind of heaven, which the children of the world know not from 
whence it is. It is probable the Christian Spectator has felt some 
of the warning shocks, that he is so much disturbed ; and is labour- 
ing so industriously to prop his own crazy tenement.” 


Want of room will prevent any further extracts; we therefore re- 
commend our readers to procure the pamphlet, and read it at their 
leisure. The author informs us in a note, that this reply was hastily 
prepared, and delivered in the Commissioners’ Hall of Southwark, 
Philadelphia, and afterwards published at the earnest request of his 
congregation. 


—-CRA— 


TO THE EDITOR. 


1. I have frequently observed, that the members of your society 
speak of the necessity of the subjugation of the infernal powers by 
the external coming of God in the flesh of Jesus; which powers and 
hells, otherwise, would have been so powerful that no one could 
have withstood; and so none could have avoided them. This is 
a doctrine I cannot yet accede to. 1. Because I[ believe that the 
Almighty’s power always was and will be above the power of the 
Infernals. 2. Because I do not comprehend by Scripture, reason, 
or inspiration, how sins, hells, and infernal spirits were so subdued 
in Jews and Gentiles, as to save them through the humanity, from 
the otherwise an inevitable loss of the power and spirit of God, 
whereby all may be saved, who exercise the power; and who resist 
not, but obey the daw written by the spirit. When it is said, “No 
man can come to the Father but by me ;” me, here, is understood by 
you to mean the humanity of Jesus ; but by me, there I understand 
the divinity. Because 1. Jehovah only is the Saviour; and because 
2dly, Jesus and Jehovah is the same divinity ; for he says, “ 1 and my 
Father are one.” Thus, it is evident there is no salvation that is not 
by the holy spirit. 
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2. I am also persuaded, that the external appearance of the Son, 
under the outward dispensation of the moral law by Moses, was typi- 
cal, and, therefore, was representative of Christ’s spiritual appearance 
in his own dispensation of the gospel. For Jesus was made under 
the law, lived under the law, and died under it, to finish that outward 
world and age; to rend the vail, and destroy the wall of parti- 
tion between Jew and Gentile. How the first advent of Christ could 
be the antitype of all things under the law, I cannot as yet conceive. 

3. The third paragraph concerning Christ’s humanity that became 
divine, is indeed mysterious. Yet, we are informed that Jehovah in 
the flesh, was in some way not only Lord, but possessed a humanity 
that was called man. And that he still possesses it, is evident from 
Rev. 1. 18, and 22. 16, “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify unto 
you these things in the churches. I am the root and offspring of Da- 
vid, the bright and morning star.’’ To this the editor accedes in his 
5th paragraph. 

4. * Material flesh and blood can save nothing ;”. is a doctrine that 
should never be forgotten, when we think of Jesus Christ. Many, 
if not all, among Calvinists and Universalists believe that the sacri- 
fice of his humanity on the cross is, and was the one sacrifice and 
only atonement or reconciliation by which the elect and all mankind 
were, and are saved. But, if the saving flesh and blood of Jesus 
Christ is not that which came of David and Mary, ‘but that which 
came of his Father God, then we must partake and become of the na- 
ture of that which we partake, even of the nature, spirit, love, and 
wisdom of God, which is celestial food. This explains the spirituality 
of man by regeneration, which is the participation of the divine na- 
ture, and accords with regeneration in paragraph 6th. 

5. Buta part of the sixth paragraph appears to me to destroy the 
future existence of infants, and agrees with the doctrine of the destruc- 
tionists. I refer to the idea of man being born natural. Infants, there- 
fore, who decease before regeneration, or before they can choose good 
and life from God, and refuse evil, death and separation from God, 
must, being natural, either be regenerated after death, or, are not saved. 
If not saved, they die like the brutes, and cease to exist, or they are 
damned. ‘These difficulties arise from holding the doctrine of infants 
being born natural. But as your society hold to the education of in- 
fants in heaven; please to explain these mysteries. 

The editor has not explained what that was that was crucified, seeing 
the whole humanity was put off (as stated in his Missionary, p. 131.) 
I would also ask, how we can crucify the Son of God afresh, and put 
him to an open shame. Heb. vi. 6. Was the first external crucifixion 
a type of the second crucifixion, which is not external? These ques- 
tions involve important doctrines; and have strong relations to the 
two covenants and testaments; or, the external dispensation of the 
law, and the internal dispensation of the gospel. 

I am, &c. CAMDEN. 
{40 answer chall be given tn our ext.) 
Vou. I. 41 
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TO THE EDITOB. 


Rochester, N. Y. Peb. 13th, 1824. 


Sir,—After observing your cordial invitation to all inquirers after 
spiritual truth, to lay their difficulties before you for explanation, I 
send my request, that you would obviate the seeming difficulty, or 
want of harmony, between the genealogy of Jesus Christ, as given in 
the Ist chapter of Matthew, and the 3d chapter of Luke. 

Also please to show why it was said that, the children of Israel 
should sojourn in Egypt, and be afflicted four hundred and thirty 
years, when the chronology of scripture tell us, that their stay in 
Egypt was not more than half that time. In doing which, you wilt 
greatly oblige a constant reader. M. 

(An answer will be given in our next.) 
— = oe 


SUCCESSIVE CHURCHES. 


We learn from the Sacred Scriptures that Four Great Churches 
have succeeded each other since the creation of the world, viz. the 
Adamic, or Most Ancient Church ; the Noahtic, or Ancient Church ; 
the Jewish, or Israelitish Church ; and the primitive Christian Church. 
These four churches have all had their morning, their midday, their 
evening, and their night, and thus have successively come to an end ; 
for though the primitive Christian Church yet remains in externals, 
yet its division into more than one hundred different sects has com- 
pletely destroyed it as to internals, as the confusion of tongues among 
the builders of Babel, destroyed the Ancient Church. 

But the Word of God assures us, that in these days “ shall the God 
of Heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed.”’ The 
Son of Man is now seen coming in the clouds of Heaven; or, in other 
words, Divine Truth is now seen breaking through the Letter of the 
Worp, like the sun through the clouds of our atmosphere. The letter, 
or literal sense of the Worp, is called the clouds of heaven, because 
the Worp is heavenly and divine. This glorious dispensation is that 
foretold by John in the Apocalypse, which is called the “ Holy City, 
New-Jerusalem, descending from God out of Heaven.” This is the 
fth and last Cliurch, for it will overspread the whole earth, and 
stand for ever. 

The following remarks en these Five Great Churches will be 
found_ highly interesting, as every thing else is from the same pens 
We copy them 


From the Londou Intellectual Repository. 


f 


“ At what period after the creation of the world, and the formation 
of man, such a state of society grew up, as to be entitled to the appel- 
lation of a Church, can neither be eollected from sacred nor from 
profane history. But that some ages must have elapsed, and that many 
thousands of individuals must have passed from a state of natural into 
a state of spiritual existence, prior to snch an event, is highly probable, 
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if not certain, from the various indirect testimonies which may be 
drawn from the Word, from the origin and constitution of the society 
called a Church, and from the analogies and condition of the human 
mind. There is reason to believe that man was at first created a na- 
tural being, yet with an inherent capacity of becoming successively 
Spiritual and celestial, without the aid of any such external instruction 
as is essentially requisite in the present day. In this first stage of his 
existence, though he possessed a kind of instinctive, intuitive discern- 
ment of all that was conducive to the perfection and happiness of his 
life, there was as yet nothing about him which could properly consti- 
tute him a church, either in his individual, or in his collective capacity. 
There must therefore have intervened, between his initial state of na- 
tural affection and thought, and the succeeding perfection of his more 
interior mental powers, a portion of time, during which many might be 
removed by death into the spiritual world. And the number of these 
continually increasing, they would first be formed into a celestial church 
themselves, and then, by their united and powerful operation on the 
minds of those who still remained in the natural world, and with 
whom they were in most intimate consociation, they would gradually 
promote and accelerate the establishment of a similar church upon 
earth, which would thus constitute the first or most ancient church 
among the human race. 

The state here alluded to, when man was as yet merely natural, and 
while his affections and perceptions were, by the very condition of his 
existence, as a yet unfinished image and likeness of his great Creator, at 
first conversant only with the external objects surrounding him, is that, 
with and from which the volume of divine revelation commences its 
instructive and sublime delineations. It will at once be seen, that, in 
the delivery of these sentiments, we do not confine ourselves to the 
literal construction of the language made use of by the inspired writer, 
who is generally supposed to detail the creation of the visible heavens 
and the habitable earth ; of light ;. of a firmament in the midst of the 
waters ; of grass, herbs, and fruit-trees ; of lights in the firmament of 
heaven, viz. the sun, moon, and stars ; of the moving creature that 
hath life in the waters; of flying-fowl; of living creatures, such as 
cattle, creeping things, and beasts of the earth; and lastly of man, 
both male and female; which altogether constituted the work of six 
days. But we speak of that interior, angelic sense of the expressions, 
which can alone bear us out in a rational and consistent view of the 
many wonderful and extraordinary particulars contained in the first 
andj second chapters of Genesis. By this sense we learn, that, under 
the image and idea of the creation of the heavens and the earth, and of 
all things therein, is conveyed a most edifying description of the rege- 
neration of the men of the most ancient church. By the same we are 
also instructed, that every man, including the first created, as well as 
the last born, is of himself, or as to his proprium, no other than evil ; 
having nothing of good and nothing of truth, but what is momentarily 
communicated to him by the Lord his Creator and Former; conse- 

_tuently that by creation he is mere vacuity, inanity, and darkness ; 
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and that it is by regeneration only, as by a kind of second creation, 
that he becomes first spiritual, and at length, if he permit the work of 
creation to proceed to its summit, celestial. 

*¢ But some minds are so formed, that they cannot or will not admit 
such a spiritual idea as that which is here advanced. They will insist 
on the literal interpretation of a divine work, equally as well as of one 
which is relatively profane : and in this respect they make no distinc- 
tion between what proceeds from God, and what proceeds from man. 
With such we do not wish to contend, or to waste our time in any use- 
less and hopeless disputation: but leaving the mere natural man to 
enjoy his opinions, and to wander in the shade of the letter till he is 
tired, we proceed with the subject which we have undertaken, and 
which pre-supposes the admission of a divine internal sense in every 
part of the Word. 

“ We have already observed, that a church did exist in the most 
early ages of the world ; and that its formation was effected by the 
regeneration or second creation of the individuals of whom it was 
composed. This church, which in the Word is called Adam or Man, 
was therefore the first or most ancient church upon this earth; the 
rise, progress, decline, and end of which are particularly described in 
the book of Genesis, from chap. i. to chap. vii. 

“ On the destruction of the Most Ancient or Adamic church, which 
is described by a flood, another succeeded, which in general may be 
called the Ancient Church, commencing with Noah and his sons, and 
including a great variety of subordinate churches, each of which was 
distinguished from another by some peculiar feature of doctrine or wor- 
ship, more or less pure, and consequently by some peculiar name 
characteristic of its real quality. During the integrity and perfection 
of this Ancient Church, its members are described as being of one lip 
or language, that is, of one doctrine, the doctrine of charity, by which 
they were all united in spiritual friendship and happiness : but on its 
decline it appears that they began to be divided, to speak in different 
languages; that is, to form new systems and modes of religious worship, 
the principal of which are characterized under the names of the de- 
scendants of Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

“ After the declension and destruction of the Noahtic or Ancient 
Church, the Jewish or Israelitish Church succeeded, which was the 
third in order, and rather the representative of a church, than a real 
church itself; the whole of its institutions and worship being typical 
of those interior things which were to be laid open and realized in a 
future dispensation. 

* Again, on the coming of the Lord into the world, a fourth church, 
called the Christian, succeeded the Jewish representative church, and 
in process of time gave rise to numerous subdivisions, sects, and con- 
tending parties, until, like all preceding churches, it likewise came to 
its full consummation or period. We pass over the rise and extraordi- 
nary success of the Mahomedan religion, because it can be considered 
in ne other light than as a grand imposture, which, retaining many 
things extracted from Jewish history and Christian theology, mixed up 
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: — 
with the most incredible and idle tales, was yet permitted by Divine 
Providence, for wise ends, to over-run a great part of the eastern world, 
and to be embraced by many nations in lieu of a genuine church. 

“ Thus four great churches have successively risen and passed away 
since the creation of the world, each of which in its order, there is 
reason to believe, has been productive of incalculable benefits to the 
human race at large. Remnants of the first or most Ancient church 
are no where to be found in the present day, unless indeed those na- 
tions or tribes, which are said to have no knowledge whatever of a 
Supreme Being, may be ranked as such, in a state of utter barbarism 
and desolation. Of the second or Ancient church manifest traces are 
still discoverable among the various gentile nations both of the east and 
the south, but in a state of the most deplorable ignorance, superstition, 
and idolatry. Of the third or Jewish church, the professors are every 
where to be found scattered among the inhabitants of Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. And of the fourth or Christian church, the civilized world 
in general, and our own country in particular, furnish abundant evi- 
dence. That the three first mentioned are no longer to be regarded as 
churches, being destitute of every thing that can properly entitle to the 
appellation, will scarcely be disputed. But that the Christian church, 
so called, should also have arrived at its consummation or end, may be 
matter of doubt with those who look at the external ceremony of wor- 
ship, rather than the spirit that gives it birth, or at the profession of 
the mouth, rather than the virtues of the heart and life. It is, how- 
ever, one among the fundamental doctrines of the New Church, called 
the New-Jerusalem, that the Christian Church is already consummated, 
or so far corrupted, perverted, and destroyed, as no longer to possess 
any one spiritual quality constituent of a true church: for although 
it continues to assume to itself the name of its Divine Founder, and to 
exercise a worship, in many respects flattering on account of the pomp 
and apparent sanctity of its external ceremonies, yet in reality the 
abomination of desolation, spoken of by the prophet Daniel, now 
stands in the holy place, and, as a beacon, warns us to flee to the moun- 
tains, i.e. to betake ourselves to that New and True Christian Church, 
wherein the Lord alone is worshipped in heart and in life, as the only 
true God of heaven and earth. 

“ The commencement of a new church must, in the nature of 
things, be preceded by the vastation, desolation, and consummation of 
a former church ; and it is impossible that the New-Jerusalem can de- 
scend from heaven to earth, as a bride prepared for her husband, 
while any other church can with truth lay claim to conjunction or 
even communication direct with the Bridegroom and Husband ; for 
this would be no less than a species of spiritual adultery, which ought 
not to exist even in the imagination of a true Christian. If we appeal 
to the laws of nature, and the order of society, this great truth will ap- 
pear no less conspicuous, because its impression is every where stamped 
on the page of creation. Must not the darkness of night fly away at 
the approach of the morning light ? and the winter cease to bind the 
¢tarth with its frozen belt, before the genial warmth of spring can re- 








326 SUCCESSIVE CHURCHES. 





=== =~ 





vive the face of nature? Must not the violence of a storm abate, be- 
fore a calin can succeed ? Must not the horrors of war first cease to 
afflict mankind, before the blessings of peace can be enjoyed? And 
till an usurper is expelled the kingdom, can the rightiul sovereign as- 
cend the throne, and be approached by his loyal and dutiful subjects ? 
Or while treason stalks in the land, can the prince rely on the affection 
and loyalty of his people? Must not the fetters of the prisoner be 
broken, before he can be restored to liberty ? And must not sickness 
and disease be removed before man can experience the blessings of 
health and strength ? So again, if a temple or other structure be demo- 
lished or burnt to the ground, must not the ruins be first cleared away, 
before a new temple or other building can be raised in its place? In 
short, if we open our eyes to the light of truth, we shall find, that all 
the analogies of nature, and of human institutions, so far as they are 
founded on the immutable laws of order, conspire to demonstrate, that 
evils and falses must first be extirpated, before genuine goods and 
truths can be implanted in their stead ; that the worship of a plurality 
ef gods or divine persons must first be renounced, before the worship 
of the one true God can be established ; in a word, that the kingdom 
of satan must first be overturned and destroyed, before the kingdoms 
of this world can become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His 
Christ, that is, before the church internally and externally can be the 
Lord’s, worshipping and acknowledging him alone in his Divine Hu- 
manity as the Only God of heaven and earth. 

“‘ Such then being the case, and the Christian Church having ex- 
pired, and ceased to exist, as to all those vital principles which con- 
stitute a church, in Jike manner as former churches have done, the 
New Church, called the New-Jerusalem, rises to our view ; and suc- 
ceeds as the fifth universal church since the creation of the world. 

“‘ Before we proceed to speak of this fifth and last church, it may be 
expedient to confirm from the Word, that it was within the sphere of 
the divine prescienee, and at the same time of the divine providence, 
that five great churches should, in the course of time, arise in succes- 
sion one after the other ; that the first four should stand in a certain 
connexion with each other as one great image, but that they should be 
distinguished from each other by certain peculiarities of quality, the 
relative excellencies of which are compared to gold, silver, copper, or 
brass, and iron mixed with clay ; that after the entire destruction and 
removal of these, a fifth church should arise, so distinct from all the 
preceding, that it should form no part of the great image alluded to by 
the prophet Daniel, but become a new kingdom set up by the God of 
heaven, which shall supersede all former churches, and continue to 
flourish, from age to age, through all future generations, without being 
subject, as others have been, to vastation, desolation, and consumma- 
tion. It is written in Daniel, that Nebuchadnezzar had a dream which 
greatly disturbed him, because he could neither recollect the substance 
of it himself, nor find any other person capable of reviving it in his 
mind, and giving it a satisfactory interpretation, until Daniel was in- 
troduced to him, who undertook to recite and explain the dream as fol- 
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lows: “ Thou, O king, sawest, and behold, a great image ; this great 
image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee, and the form 
thereof was terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast 
and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, 
his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone 
was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that 
were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, 
the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken to pieces together, 
and became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors, and the 
wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: And the 
Stone that smote the image became a great mountain, (or rock,) and 
filled the whole earth.” Dan. ii. 31 to 35. Such was the dream; after 
which follows the interpretation, showing that by the head of gold, the 
breast and arms of silver, the belly and thighs of brass, and the legs 
and feet of iron and clay, were represented four successive kingdoms or 
churches, the last of which now gives place to the fifth church, called 
the New-Jerusalem, which is described as a new kingdom, which the 
God of heaven shall set up, which shall break in pieces and consume 
all former kingdoms, but which shall itself remain to eternity. The 
same four churches are also described by the “ four beasts rising up 
out of the sea, all diverse from each other, whose power and dominion 
were taken away” in order to make room for the fifth and last great 
church, with the Son of Man at its head, ‘* who came with the clouds 
of heaven, and to whom “ was given dominion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him : his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
bis kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” Dan. vii. 5 to 14. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
~~ Men. 
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Letters have been received from the Rev. Mr. Canx1, stating his 
safe arrival in Liverpool, and the complete restoration of his health. 
We are happy to announce this pleasing intelligence, as when he left 
Philadelphia, last November, his friends were apprehensive of a difier- 
ent result. At Liverpool, we understand, he assisted in the organiza- 
tion of a Society, to whom he preached, and administered the Lord’s 
Supper. On New-Year’s day he was to start for Manchester. We 
may expect his return previous to the seventh New-Jerusalem Conven- 
tion, which is to be holden in Philadelphia, on the first Thursday of 
June next. 

Our domestic intelligence is encouraging: many new readers are 
now quaffing the waters of spiritual truth, with great avidity. Our 
letters from the South, West, and North, speak of much interest being 
manifested by members of the Old Church, to investigate the doctrines 
of the New ; and we learn from the East that the seed has been pro- 
fusely scattered in various parts of Massachusetts, by Mr. Stebbins, an 
itinerant preacher, formerly of the Methodist persuasion, in Brook- 
lyn, (L, T.} 
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THE INCARNATION. v 


BY S. WOODWORTH. 


O for a Seraph’s golden lyre, 

With chords of light, and tones of fire, 
To sing that wond’rous love 

Which brought a Deity below, 

To save an erring race from wo, 
And give them joys above. 


O may that love inspire my soul 
Till such ecstatic numbers roll, 
As are by angels given ; 
To tell Redemption’s wond’rous plan, 
How Heaven descended down to man, 
That mah might rise to Heaven. 


His creatures fell—no pitying eye, 

No powerful arm to save, was nigh, 
Or aid our feeble powers ; 

He saw—He came—He fought alone, 

And conquered evils not his own, 
That we might conquer ours. 


Temptation’s thorny path He trod, 

in form, a man—in soul, a God, 
And trod the path alone ; 

In vain the direst fiends assail’d, 

His mighty arm of power prevail’d, 
And hell was overthrown. 


He pass’d the dismal vale of death— 

The human form resign’d its breath, 
And like a mortal died ; 

But death was crush’d beneath his feet, 

He rose a God and man complete, 
His human glorified. 


Amazing Mercy !—love immense ! 
Surpassing every human sense, 
Since time and sense began ! 


That man might shun the realms of pain. 


And know and love his God again, 
His God became a man ! 
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